
Ecosystem engineers can be found in 
di erent abitats a  around t e or d  
but t ey a  cause signi cant c anges 
by ma ing t e andsca e more suited 
for t eir needs  n doing so  t ey create 

abitat features t at o en a so bene t 
a mu titude of ot er ant and anima  
s ecies  E en ecosystem engineers 
as small as ants or termites can alter 
t e landsca e in ays t at ersist for 
millennia  long a er t e s ecies as 
disa eared from t e area

e enty e ercent of animals in 
yoming ea ily rely on etlands and 

ri arian areas  et  etland abitat 
only accounts for  of t e land area 
in yoming  en bea ers build t eir 
dams in ri arian areas  t ey slo  do n 
and s read out t e o  of ater  ic  
bene ts t e landsca e on a large scale 
by rec arging ground ater reser es 
and reducing t e e ects of ooding and 
erosion  ese bea er created etlands 
attract and sustain a ouris ing o ulation 
of nati e s  lants  insects  aterfo l 
and mammals
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ea ers build t eir omes in streams 
and ri ers by creating a dam made 
out of stic s  mud and ot er natural 
materials  en a ater source is 
dammed  it creates a dee  ool of 

ater be ind it  ese dee  ools 
allo  bea ers to di e to a oid 

redators  ee  ater also doesn t 
free e solid li e s allo  ater does  
so bea ers can ee  a cac e of food 
at t e bottom of t eir ools t at t ey 
can access all inter  

An Engineered 
Landscape

Creating WetlandsBuilding Dams

Engineers alter landscapes so humans can thrive. Before engineers designed the roads, bridges, dams and buildings 
that e no  see around us, the areas in hich e live loo ed and functioned ver  di erentl  an  animal species 
engineer their environments to function in a a  that helps them thrive. nimal species that ma e signi cant 
modi cations to their environment are called ecos stem engineers. 
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